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sweat and toil and tears and blood of ordinary
Americans who showed the world it was pos-
sible to accomplish extraordinary things.

As we remember and honor the foot sol-
diers of Selma, let us resolve also to restore
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, so that it re-
mains a lasting monument to their heroism
and devotion to the country they loved.

———————
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Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great sadness to honor the life and leg-
acy of my dear friend, Captain George Frank
Myles, Jr. George passed away peacefully on
March 4, 2018 at the age of 69 in Boca Raton,
Florida. He was a husband, father, grand-
father, brother, nephew, uncle, friend, and
dedicated public servant. George is survived
by his wife of 46 years, Jacqueline Williams
Myles; their three daughters: Tequisha,
Kendyll, and Kersti Myles; one grandchild Sa-
vannah; sister, Fossteen Reese (Ellenwood,
GA); brother, Michael Myles (Augusta, GA);
aunt, Juanita Phillips (Decatur, GA); and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, cousins, and
godchildren.

A native of Augusta, Georgia, George was
a star football and basketball player at T.W.
Josey High School. Through football, he at-
tended Morris Brown College in Atlanta, GA.
In 1970, George graduated with a Bachelor’s
degree in Sociology and a Minor in Psy-
chology. That same year, “Brick” Myles, as he
was known on the football field, was drafted
by the Miami Dolphins. As his professional
football career was beginning, his draft num-
ber was called to serve his country. As the
first African American to graduate from the
Georgia Military Institute’s Officers Candidates
School in Milledgeville, Georgia, George sub-
sequently joined the Florida National Guard.

In 1971, George went to work for Sears,
Roebuck & Co., and became a manager there
in 1983. He served as General Manager at the
Westside Mall in Miami, and at SearsTown in
downtown Fort Lauderdale. George always
made it a priority to diversify the workforce by
employing local minority residents. In 1991, he
retired from Sears to start his own business.

George entered politics in 1993, where he
was a Commissioner for the City of Lauderhill.
During the course of his career, George
served on the boards of numerous community
organizations such as the Greater Fort Lau-
derdale Chamber of Commerce, Urban
League of Broward County, the United Negro
College Fund, National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, Broward County Girl Scouts of
America, as well as countless other organiza-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, George’s civic engagement in
our community will never be forgotten. He was
a true gentleman, who served this nation and
our great state with distinction. George’s posi-
tive contributions to the community were a
true reflection to his generosity, humor, love of
public service, and family.

| was so truly honored to have known
George, and to call him my friend. My
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thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends during this most difficult time. He will
be dearly missed.

————

TRIBUTE TO COUNTY DEPUTY
JACOB PICKETT

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a Hoosier hero who paid the ultimate
sacrifice. Deputy Jacob Pickett of the Boone
County Sheriff's Office was killed in the line of
duty on March 2, 2018.

Jacob was a five year veteran in law en-
forcement and served as the leader in the de-
partment’s K-9 unit. He held the rank of Sher-
iff Deputy in Boone County.

One of Indiana’s finest, Jacob is a hero. He
acted selflessly on a day that took an unex-
pected and fatal turn. But he died doing what
he was trained to do: protecting the thin blue
line and keeping the community he loved safe
from harm’s grasp. He is a reminder that we
must never take for granted the sacrifice of
those who live serving others while putting
their lives on the line.

Jacob was a Brownsburg, Indiana native
and pursued his dream of becoming a police
officer after graduating from Brownsburg High
School. His passion and commitment to law
enforcement gained him notoriety among his
colleagues as he joined the ranks at the
Boone County Sheriff's Office. He became no-
table in handling the K—9 division and was
rarely seen without his partner ‘Brik’, a brown
and black German Shepherd. Jacob’s leader-
ship within his department and community was
unmatched.

Boone County citizens and all Hoosiers
mourn over the loss of Jacob who was known
as a man of integrity and compassion. The im-
pact of Jacob’s death bears great weight, and
has left his colleagues, companions and loved
ones with a deep loss.

The day Jacob went on to be with our Lord
and Savior, he did so by performing flawlessly
at the side of his colleagues. He did not hesi-
tate when he was called to run into the tur-
moil. As the Gospel of Matthew says “Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.”

Jacob leaves behind his wife, Jennifer, two
young children, and K-9 partner Brik to carry
on his legacy of serving fellow Hoosiers. His
passing is a great loss for our community and
the State of Indiana. His sacrifice will never be
forgotten.

Rest in peace Deputy Pickett.
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to recognize Mr. Rick Rovegno who is receiv-
ing the Exchange Club of Carlisle’s prestigious
Molly Pitcher Award. | know | will neither be
the first, nor the last, to applaud Mr. Rovegno
upon his receipt of this well-deserved honor.

March 8, 2018

Chartered by the National Exchange Club in
1949, the Exchange Club of Carlisle gives in-
dividuals the opportunity to use their time and
talents to benefit their local communities and
the country as a whole. The Molly Pitcher
Award, which has annually honored citizens
for their outstanding service to the Carlisle
community since 1969, is named after the rev-
olutionary war heroine who risked her life to
bring water to artillerymen under fire. As evi-
denced by receiving this honor, Mr. Rovegno’s
charitable endeavors have made a significant
impact and improved the lives of many in cen-
tral Pennsylvania.

Throughout his successful career in busi-
ness and local government, Mr. Rovegno
served as a member of the Board of Directors
of the Helen H. Stevens Community Mental
Health Center, the Greater Carlisle Area
Chamber of Commerce, and the Carlisle Re-
gional Performing Arts Center, in addition to
serving as an advisor to the Boy Scouts of
America’s Explorer Post 189. Mr. Rovegno’s
devotion to bettering his community is also un-
derscored by his participation in local preser-
vation and renovation efforts, such as main-
taining the Carlisle Theatre. Furthermore, Mr.
Rovegno and his wife of 36 years established
the Rick and Karen Rovegno Trust, which
supports local initiatives in education, the arts,
libraries, and the environment. Needless to
say, Mr. Rovegno’s devotion to the betterment
of his community continues to improve lives
and inspire individuals across the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Mr. Rovegno for all he has done and con-
tinues to do for the Carlisle community and
congratulate him on receiving the Molly Pitch-
er Award.

——————

TRIBUTE: CITY OF FLORENCE,
ALABAMA COMMEMORATING THE
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Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pride that | recognize the City of
Florence, Alabama, as it celebrates its 200th
Anniversary. | am honored to serve the people
of Florence, which is located in Alabama’s 5th
District.

By way of background, on March 12, 1818,
General John Coffee saw the potential for a
settlement on the banks of the Tennessee
River, and he founded Florence, Alabama.
General Coffee led the Cypress Land Com-
pany, and these visionaries established what
they saw as a bold, new, and prosperous set-
tlement.

At this time, these founding fathers of Flor-
ence commissioned an Italian surveyor named
Ferdinand Sannoner to lay out the town. In
deciding on a name for the new settlement, he
named it Florence after the beautiful and his-
toric city of Florence, Italy.

Through the years, the city’s population
grew, and many businesses and educational
institutions were established in Florence. The
city became known for having a legacy of
commerce, industry, music and the arts, edu-
cation, and architecture.

Florence stands as a testament to the Ten-
nessee Valley’s rich heritage, and | am proud
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